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The EU welcomes the decision of the 22nd Governing Council in February 2003 which requested the Executive Director of UNEP to undertake a range of actions in order to promote sustainable consumption and production (SCP). The EU has taken note of the report from UNEP on the progress of the work achieved to date. (The report not available yet.)


The EU thanks Morocco for hosting the international expert meeting on SCP arranged by UNDESA and UNEP following WSSD in June 2003 and welcomes the constructive outcome of the meeting. The EU is keen to maintain the current momen​tum towards the development of a 10-year framework of program​mes for SCP. The EU will therefore actively support the Marrakech process and ensure that measures in the field of SCP are supportive of sustainable develop​ment in developing countries. We have also noted that encouraging step to prepare regional programmes and frameworks on SCP have also been taken in Latin America and Asia.

The EU calls on UNEP to continue to take an active role in the development of a 10-year framework or programmes, working in close cooperation with other UN Agencies, especially UNDESA as well as with governments and intergovern​mental organiza​tions and involving stakeholders in the process. In continuing its work, UNEP should take account to the following: the need for a coherent and effective global governance system, strategic partnerships between the main institutions representing the three dimension of sustainable development, the need to move away from linear, expensive and energy intensive end-of-pipe techno​logies to technologies based on ecosystem approaches, life cycle thinking and the closure of material flow cycles, and to recognize waste from many human activities as a resource that should be made available for re-use. 

At the 22nd Governing Council of UNEP as well as at the Marrakech meeting a number of initiatives at national and international level were identified to promote the life- cycle approach and sustainable consumption and production patterns. The EU finds that the key challenges and thus the most essential elements for UNEP to include in further work, which the EU can support, are:

* Capacity building, technology transfer and integration of sustainable development considerations into all policy sectors - this includes measures to:
· raise awareness about the benefits of SCP, education and training in support of Govern​ments, national and local authorities, business, industry (including SME’s) and consumers, particular in developing countries and countries with economics in transition and dissemination of examples of best practice; 

· support integration and mainstreaming of SCP principles in all relevant national strategies and institutions and obtain political commitments to create a sound institutional context with attention to linkages between different levels of decision making, different sectors and programmes, and with Local Agenda 21; 

· stimulate an integrated land-use management, urban, rural, and spatial planning to foster and engender sustainable behaviour:

· establish incentives for the creation and improvements of markets for sustainable goods and services, reduce barriers to trade, improve access to markets and promote fair trade and alternative business models, and together with UNDESA develop means of implemen​tation, (see Kiev), 

· monitor the impact of national and regional initiatives.


* Major innovation to enable the shift to cleaner and more resource-efficient systems and processes for delivering improved quality of life for all - this includes: 

· Sustainable, Consumption and Production- and Cleaner Produc​tion Programmes, transfer of environmentally sound technologies, Integrated Product Policy, the efficient and coordinated use of tools such as Life Cycle Assessments, Environmental Management System, Eco-Labels etcetera.

* Increased co-operation between stakeholders involved in the life-cycle of products - this includes:

· strengthening the role of business and industry, facilitate concrete partnerships, promote activities to enhance corporate social responsibility, improve the consumer perspective, including environmental awareness-raising activities, and the implemen​tation of UN Guidelines on Consumer Protection by providing training pro​gram​​mes and toolkits for implementation, develop and disseminate public procurement programmes.

Further, the EU supports the following proposals for actions by UNEP and UNDESA made at the Marrakech meeting:

· expanding the UNDESA/UNEP survey of international and regional activities on SCP with regard to the identified priorities, and making such information and best practises available not only on the internet,

· assuring that structures and resources are in place in order to actively drive the SCP process and promote and monitor progress regarding the 10-year framework on SCP,

· the creation of an informal mecha​nism – such as a Task Force or Roundtable on SCP with participation of experts from developing and developed countries as well as subsequent international expert meetings to address a wide range of SCP issues, 

· a UNEP report on the actions needed at the international level to support national action for SCP, including an indication of the role of the agencies, organizations, institutions etc. that should be involved in each action,

· setting a time frame for the above actions and setting dates for actions leading up to and including the 10-year framework of programmes on Sustainable Consumption and Production.

Water, Sanitation and Human Settlements

There are important linkages and interdependencies between the three main CSD themes – Water, Sanitation and Human Settlements - and SCP as a cross-cutting theme. The UNECE stated – “the more efficient use of water and the reduction of pollution will increasingly require a sustainable consumption and production policy” and, of course, a land, transport and emission intensive model of urban development is not an adequate response in order to achieve SPC”. The strive for energy efficient technologies, life-cycle thinking and the recognition of waste as a resource calls for solutions based on integrated approaches in order to improve coherence between decisions made and actions taken in these areas. This imply that discussions at CSD, meetings within the framework of UN-organisations, international stakeholder- and expert meetings, regional fora, etcetera should address the main themes of CSD together with cross-cutting issues, e.g., Sustainable Consumption and Production. 

Work on regional and sub-regional level

Regional, and in particular sub-regional, networks are also important contributors to the Johannesburg commit​ments and the EU will there​​fore strengthen the focus on regional and sub-regional implementation. The EU recognises the UN Economic Regions as having an important role in achieving SCP by integrating environmental and SCP considerations into its daily work and with considerations taken to regional conditions, possibilities and needs. The EU welcomes the fact that UNECE and the other Economic regions have identified SCP as a crucial issue. Together with UNEP, EU is planning to organise a regional stakeholder meeting on SCP in Brussels during the latter part of 2004, as the regions input to the “Marrakech process”.

Internal EU work

The EU is committed to implementing and fulfilling the ambitions stated in Johannesburg.  The EU has agreed that the changing of unsustainable consumption and production patterns is an area on which EU should take the lead. Considering the broad range of policies and instruments already in place, the EU work on SCP will build on existing initiatives through efficient strategies and policies, such as the Integrated Product Policy (IPP), various instruments and tools such as EMAS and eco label, as well as the many initiatives by local authorities and other stakeholders like industry, NGO’s etcetera. The focus will be on those sectors where trends are worse​ning at national, EU and international level.  

EU will coordinate action with the proposed intergovernmental strategic plan for technology transfer and capacity building in developing countries and assist in the development of EU supporting mechanisms to facilitate technology transfer to developing countries. To contribute to the UNDESA/UNEP survey, we will make the EU survey that covers not only horizontal tools but also activities in the key sectors available for the UN Agencies. The revision of the EU Sustainable Development Strategy will commence in 2004 and make the Strategy the main tool for implementing the Johannesburg commitments and to further strengthen policy coherence between EU internal and external decisions. 

