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SPAC CAUCUS STRATEGY FOR CSD7

Help us to agree on some key objectives and finalize a plan before September!  We need your ideas, comments, concerns, and suggestions, so please respond as soon as possible!

PREPARATIONS FOR CSD7

Presumably you've seen, during the past few weeks, some of the notices about plans for CSD7.  As you may have noticed, there seems to be much more focus on the topic of tourism than production and consumption.  What focus there is on production & consumption appears to be directed towards the responsibility of consumers and households along with best practices in eco-efficiency.

RE-DEFINING THE TOPIC

We can expect the World Business Council, UNDP, CSD, IISD, and others to   present their interpretation of the problem and solution, with lots of emphasis on best practices, eco-efficiency, and changes in personal lifestyle.  However, it will be up to the NGOs to move beyond this to refocus the discussion to changing the system of supply and demand (which depends on inequality and overconsumption).  

In recent NGO workshops and meetings discussing the SPAC Caucus strategy in the last few months, there has been almost complete agreement that we need to change the conception of sustainable  production & consumption from that of a marginal environmental "issue" to the FRAMEWORK for talking about the global economic system, i.e., moving from the developmental ideal of "consumer society" (American-style) to sustainable society.

TIME TO FINALIZE THE STRATEGY FOR 1999

It is now time to finalize our discussions about our strategy for CSD7 and to come to some agreements.  We now need to know what you believe the priorities should be and what you think the probabilities will be for achieving something useful next Feb and April.   

At CSD5 and CSD6 we talked about a two-track strategy:  

1.  constructing an exhibit ("Road to the Good Life"); and

2.  producing an NGO assessment of progress towards sustainable production & consumption.

1.  Exhibit.  During CSD5/UNGASS, someone proposed producing a multi-media exhibit (the "Road to the Good Life") on differing paths towards sustainable societies (exploring the myths and slights-of-hand of the standard "sustainable growth" models and the less obvious and certainly less advertised paths towards sustainable communities.

This was an idea based on a walk-through maze on overconsumption produced in Spain.  Lots of people were enthused about this idea at CSD5/UNGASS, but have shown

less energy in getting this designed, funded and produced.  So, the idea is now more of an idea for a "future project" – possibly for 2000 or 2002, but not for 1999.

2.  NGO Assessment.  Another proposal was to produce an "assessment of progress" from an NGO perspective, looking not so much at isolated best practices but at what 

kind of actual progress has been made by countries.  This assessment would look at how far governments have come in meeting their Agenda 21 commitment "to promote patterns of  consumption and production that reduce environment stress and will meet the basic needs of humanity" and address "the need for new concepts of wealth and prosperity."

Some kind of NGO paper needs to be produced for the Seventh Session, and hopefully we can produce something that does more than simply repeat familiar points.  

One common point raised has been that if we want to get something tangible out of CSD7 (and not simply spend our time giving speeches and organizing meetings and workshops)

we need a strategy for the SPAC Caucus that will not simply challenge the way the world's players are looking and acting on this topic, but to pose and lobby for some 

specific actions which CSD and various nations can then be held to.  

A FEW CRITICAL POINTS

Several NGOs have pointed out that we should not so much focus on new recommendations but rather focus on the commitments already made by governments, highlighting the lack of concrete progress made and pinpointing some specific cases where they need to take action if they want to have a bit more credibility.

Rather than listing a wide ranges of points and priorities, there has been general agreement that to accomplish something concrete at CSD7, we will need to keep our focus to only a few critical points which we believe can adopted.

Several SPAC Caucus NGOs have recommended that we focus on the following government commitments to address in our assessment:

1.  To review progress.  "In the follow-up of the implementation of Agenda 21 the review of progress made in achieving sustainable consumption patterns should be given high priority."  (Agenda 21:  4.9 and UNGASS: para 28)

2.  National policies on SPAC.  "To develop a domestic policy framework that will encourage a  shift to more sustainable patterns of production and consumption." 

(Agenda 21:  4.17b)

3.  Right to know and access to justice.  [Governments] "should encourage the emergence of an informed consumer public...providing information on the consequences of consumption choices and behavior... and...making consumers aware of the health and environmental impact of products..."  (Agenda 21: 4.22, and UNGASS: para 28i)

4.  Eliminating destructive subsidies.  To develop "a socially responsible process of reduction and elimination of  subsidies to environmentally harmful activities;" 

(UNGASS: para 28a)

5.  Producer take-back programs.   "Encouraging producer responsibility..."  (UNGASS: para 28), or more specifically, Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR).

6.  Redefining the topic.  "Consideration should also be given to the present concepts of economic growth and the need for new concepts of wealth and prosperity..."  (Agenda 21: 4.11)

(This last commitment leads to the controversial NGO point about the need to go beyond eco-efficiency to SUFFICIENCY.  The concept of sufficiency, which presumes the eradication of poverty and public access to sufficient resources, goods and services necessary for a good life.  The point is that poverty is a consumption issue, just as 

is extreme wealth and the shameful gap accepted as a given by the conventional economic model.)

NGO ASSESSMENT OF PROGRESS

While we do not have the time or resources to engage in an in-depth assessment of national, regional and global progress on achieving the above and other commitments, we nevertheless have the ability to produce an influential document that can make some

key points, backed up by data that has already been collected.  There are a number of sources available from which we can draw, once it is clear what we want to look at.

One step in this process can be to identify a number of key questions (based on the priorities we have agreed upon) and circulate these to each of the regional CSD NGO Caucus coordinators, as well as the relevant Issue Caucuses.  In addition, these questionnaires could be circulated to a wider audience, especially of NGOs and academics working in those areas, to get their timely input.  

Then, between September and November, we will need to pull together this information and produce a draft report, to be circulated and discussed before the Intersessional, where it can be circulated to governments for their responses.  The circulation of the NGO report can then be accompanied by various NGO events and lobbying efforts to drive home the points and recommendations we want to raise.

If we begin early, working out the details of our points and the most effective ways of communicating them, we will have a much better chance than previous times in getting something concrete (e.g., support for an international right to know effort).   However, we need to plan and coordinate effectively among ourselves (rather than waiting until just before the CSD begins to assemble our forces and resources.)

Please respond directly to the SPAC Listserver (spac@center1.com) so that we can get this discussion moving!  (Remember that this is a closed list, so only SPAC member will be able to read your comments.)  We should aim to finalize our priorities and basic

strategy and plan before the end of August.

Looking forward to hearing from you!  Please respond ASAP!

Best regards, 

Jeffrey Barber and Chee Yoke Ling
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