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III. Changing unsustainable patterns of consumption and production

5. Sustainable development cannot be achieved without fundamental changes in the way industrial societies produce and consume. To change unsustainable consumption and production patterns, national policy frameworks with specific measures are needed. Urgent actions are required to:

(a) Adopt policies and measures in developed countries as recommended in the UN Guidelines on Consumer Protection, aimed at changing unsustainable patterns of production and consumption, via technological and educational policies including those which, inter alia:

(i) Raise consumer awareness of the importance of sustainable production and consumption patterns,  for example, encouraging educational institutions to incorporate sustainability education into core curriculums; 

(ii) Improve the role of the media and other public information tools Examine and address the influence of the media on in promoting sustainable consumption and production;
(ii bis) Study and explore ways of reducing the negative impacts of advertising on children;

(ii ter) Study the impacts of advertising on developing countries {as first suggested by the G-77 at CSD7};

(iii) Provide incentives to Encourage industry to adopt cleaner production processes, with technical assistance for small and medium-sized companies;

. . . 

(v) Enhance corporate responsibility and accountability, especially by establishing Extended Producer Responsibility, consumer right to know and liability/access to justice;

. . .

(d) Eliminate Identify and report annually on progress in phasing out environmentally harmful and trade-distorting subsidies that encourage unsustainable consumption and production patterns;

(d bis) Recommit to reallocating military spending towards sustainable production and consumption.

. . .

(f bis) Encourage and support civil society monitoring and assessment of national progress towards sustainable production and consumption;

(g) Encourage industry to adopt voluntary initiatives, including certification, such as the ISO 14000 environmental management standards; Establish the Multistakeholder Review of Voluntary Initiatives and Agreements as begun at CSD 6, in order to identify the best conditions for effective voluntary initiatives;

(h) Promote voluntary eco-design, eco-labeling and other transparent, verifiable, non-misleading and non-discriminatory consumer information tools, ensuring that they are not used as disguised trade barriers;

. . .

(i bis) Eliminate the socially irresponsible transfer and marketing of obsolete and dangerous products and technologies;

. . .

(m) Encourage the use of natural gas, especially for urban and industrial areas, and the elimination of gas flaring by intensifying regional and international cooperation;

(m bis) Conduct a study of the social and environmental impacts of military production and consumption. 






