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We call for:  governments to place sustainable production and consumption at the heart of economic policy.  This shift in emphasis is especially necessary, considering the trend towards globalization and the emphasis on private investment as the source of financing for sustainable development.  Responsibility  for  achieving sustainable production and consumption needs to extend beyond environment ministers to also become a responsibility for ministers of finance, trade and other government sectors.  





Such a shift requires reshaping economic policy and programs so that the nation’s system of production and consumption:


provides a fair distribution of resources to meet basic human needs and improve the quality of life of current and future generations, and at the same time protect ecosystems and the global environment from degradation and depletion;  


internalizes costs traditionally externalized to and subsidized by communities and the environment;  


encourages recognition and respect for indigenous cultures already practicing sustainability and helps protect rather than destroy their communities and ancestral lands;


institutes clean production as a required standard;


builds from ecoefficiency to community and societal sufficiency; 


moves away from the extremes of overconsumption and underconsumption and towards sustainable lifestyles and livelihoods enjoyed by all members of society; and 


provides a sustainable and just national response to the negative social and environmental impacts now posed by increasing economic globalization.





Implementation:  By 1999, the CSD should establish time-bound, measurable, sectoral and overall targets for achieving international sustainable production and consumption goals.  CSD should also  regularly monitor, evaluate and report on national and international progress in reaching those targets.





In turn, by 1999, each country should establish and periodically report to CSD on progress implementing its national plan to achieve sustainable production and consumption.  These plans should incorporate appropriate indicators and concepts (e.g., environmental space, ecological footprints) and should establish time-bound, measurable targets for each economic sector (e.g., energy, transportation, food, chemicals, weapons) as well as government itself (e.g., environmentally sound purchasing).  





These plans should provide honest evaluation of the obstacles as well as detailing strategies for: 


legislation (e.g., clean production and right-to-know requirements), 


budget oversight (e.g., tax shifting and eliminating subsidies for unsustainable activities, especially advertising), 


education (e.g., promoting the Consumer Guidelines on Consumption), 


partnerships, empowerment (e.g., supporting youth initiatives which promote sustainable lifestyles; microcredit to promote sustainable livelihoods), 


access to information (e.g., ecolabeling; information on externalized costs for products and services).





Rationale:  Agenda 21 states that “…the major cause of the continued deterioration of the global environment is unsustainable patterns of consumption and production, particularly in industrialized countries.”  While efforts emerging from the 1994 Oslo Roundtable represent serious steps towards changing these patterns, a much greater leap of political will, commitment and accountability is required by governments and industry.  Without major intergovernmental action, individual companies cannot and will not internalize the costs they have traditionally externalized to the environment and society, nor will the advertising industry be weaned away from its celebration of the joys of overconsumption, nor will the underconsumers of the world be welcomed from the margins of consumer society into the security and dignity of living in a sustainable society.  








