Towards the Sustainable Production and Consumption of Biodiversity
We have heard that unsustainable production and consumption patterns are "the major cause of environmental degradation" as well as many threats to human health and livelihood. As with many other global priorities (e.g., climate change, access to clean water, food security), the protection and future of biodiversity on this planet depends on achieving sustainable production and consumption policies and practices.

· Value of biodiversity

· State of biodiversity

· Production and consumption threats to biodiversity

· Response: Protecting biodiversity through sustainable production & consumption policies & practices 

Threats to biodiversity

Elevated rates of extinction are being driven by human consumption of organic resources, especially related to tropical forest destruction[7]. 
While most of the species that are becoming extinct are not food species, their biomass is converted into human food when their habitat is transformed into pasture, cropland, and orchards. 
It is estimated that more than 40% of the Earth's biomass is tied up in only the few species that represent humans, our livestock and crops. 
Because an ecosystem decreases in stability as its species are made extinct, these studies warn that the global ecosystem is destined for collapse if it is further reduced in complexity. 
Factors contributing to loss of biodiversity are:
· overpopulation, 
· deforestation, 
· pollution (air pollution, water pollution, soil contamination) and 
· global warming or climate change, driven by human activity. 
These factors, while all stemming from overpopulation, produce a cumulative impact upon biodiversity.

Some characterize loss of biodiversity not as ecosystem degradation but by conversion to trivial standardized ecosystems (e.g., monoculture following deforestation). In some countries lack of property rights or access regulation to biotic resources necessarily leads to biodiversity loss (degradation costs having to be supported by the community).
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