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UNEP activities that would provide input to the Belgrade Conference

B. UNEP’s Work on Sustainable Consumption and Production in Europe  

1. SCP Global Framework 
Unsustainable patterns of production and consumption are a major cause of environmental problems, such as climate changes, loss of natural resources, and environmental damages caused by emissions and waste.
 

It is widely recognised that further overall technological innovations and improvements to production systems in some countries in the pan-European region are needed. However, there are growing concerns and recognition, that gains from these improvements are outstripped by increasing levels of consumption and that these changes alone will not deliver sustainable development. A recent study by the European Environment Agency found for example that the average carbon dioxide emissions of new passenger cars were reduced by 12% from 1995 to 2003, but 16 % more cars were sold in the same period
.  

The new global economies involve ever increasing material flows -including goods and materials for recycling  between countries in the region, thus making it imperative to have regional frameworks to promote sustainable ways of consumption and production.

At the Johannesburg WSSD, it was recognised that ‘fundamental changes in the way societies produce and consume are indispensable for achieving global sustainable development’ and that ‘governments, relevant international organizations, the private sector and all major groups should play an active role in changing unsustainable consumption and production patterns’.

The Johannesburgh Plan of Implementation called for action to     

“Encourage and promote the development of a 10-year framework of programmes in support of regional and national initiatives to accelerate the shift towards sustainable consumption and production to promote social and economic development within the carrying capacity of ecosystems by addressing and, where appropriate, de-linking economic growth and environmental degradation through improving efficiency and sustainability in the use of resources and production processes and reducing resource degradation, pollution and waste. All countries should take action, with developed countries taking the lead, taking into account the development needs and capabilities of developing countries, through mobilization, from all sources, of financial and technical assistance and capacity-building for developing countries.” 

UNEP is one of the leading UN agencies to spearhead this 10-year Framework of Programmes for Sustainable Consumption and Production (SCP). The First International Expert meeting on the 10-year Framework of Programmes for SCP was held in Marrakech, Morocco, in June 2003, organised by UN Division for Sustainable Development (UN DESA) and UNEP.  It was agreed that the follow-up at the international level would mainly consist of coordinating activities to support regional and national initiative. The Marrakech meeting also identified some priorities for substantive work and recommended the establishment of informal task forces or roundtables to promote the implementation of sustainable consumption and production policies and strategies.

In the period between 2003 and 2005 UNEP and UN DESA organised regional meetings as part of the Marrakech Process, together with host governments and donors (Belgium, Denmark, Finland, Germany, Netherlands, Norway, Sweden and the European Commission). 

A Second International Expert Meeting was held in San Jose, Costa Rica, in September 2005. The meeting was organized by UN DESA and UNEP, and hosted by the Ministry of Environment and Energy of Costa Rica, in collaboration with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Costa Rican National Cleaner Production Centre. Financial support for the meeting, particularly for the participation of experts from developing countries, was provided by the Governments of Austria, Belgium, Germany, Finland, Italy, Norway, Sweden and the United Kingdom.  

The Costa Rica meeting reviewed the conclusions of the regional consultations under the Marrakech Process and established new ways to improve international cooperation and assistance on the implementation of priority issues. Working groups explored needs and priority for actions in the following issues: a) production process and industrial development; b) urban planning and waste management; c) sustainable consumption and product development; d) regional and national strategies on SCP; and e) energy, climate change and air pollution. A cooperation dialogue was held to involve development agencies in the implementation of the Marrakech process. 

So far, five Marrakech Task Forces (MTF's) were announced by their lead countries, as follows: 
1) Germany on co-operation with Africa aimed at leapfrogging to SCP;

2) Sweden on sustainable lifestyles, advertising and youth;

3) Switzerland on sustainable procurement;

4) United Kingdom on sustainable product policies;

5) Finland on sustainable building and construction.

In addition to leading this international process, UNEP is also providing assistance and tools for the Life Cycle Initiative, Sustainable Procurement, UN Guidelines for Consumer Protection, Ecodesign, Product Service Systems, Advertising and Communication Forum, youthXchange, SC Network  (for more detail, please see www.unep.fr). 

2. SCP in Europe 

In the Pan-European region, several regional, sub-regional and national meetings were held since the initiation of the Marrakech Process, and some were held even before that. A European Stakeholder Meeting on Sustainable Consumption and Production was held in Ostend, Belgium, in November 2004. The meeting was organised by UNEP together with the European Commission in consultation with UN DESA and hosted by the Federal Government of Belgium. Financial support was provided as well by Finland, Germany and Sweden. The meeting identified, among others, a need to improve coordination, integration and coherence among various EU’s strategies and policies, encourage the development of business environment for the increased innovation and use of available SCP methodologies, and called for cooperation with transition countries in setting up sustainable infrastructure in areas such as waste, housing, energy, and promote public-private partnerships to increase investments in these areas.

As a thematic follow-up of the European SCP meeting, and as part of the Marrakech Process, a Conference on ‘Sustainable Energy Consumption’ on SCP was held in Berlin, Germany on 13-14 December 2005. This informal expert meeting was jointly organised by the German Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety, the German Federal Environmental Agency, the European Commission, and UNEP. The conference was hosted by the Federal Government of Germany. The Government of Switzerland also provided financial support. The workshop resulted in the proposal of follow up concrete actions to improve energy efficiency and reduce energy consumption
. 

UNEP, together with partner countries, organised also two Sub-regional Stakeholder Workshops: Baltic (Vilnius, Lithuania, 17-18 June 2004) and South East Europe (Zagreb, Croatia, 5-6 December 2005). The Baltic workshop was held under the auspices of the Ministries of Environment of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania, hosted by the Lithuanian Ministry of Environment, and supported by the Ministry of Environment of Finland. The South East European workshop was organized by the Ministry Environment, Physical Planning and Construction of the Republic of Croatia in collaboration with UNEP, the Center for Cleaner Production, and Central European Initiatives.  National Stakeholder meetings were also held in Bulgaria (2002), Czech Republic (2003), Hungary (2002), Serbia & Montenegro (2002) and an initial consultation meeting was held in Russia
. These national workshops were organised by UNEP, in collaboration with the governments, civil society, cleaner production centres and industry. These workshops were financially supported by the governments of Croatia, Finland, Netherlands and UK, and Central European Initiatives.

These workshops were aimed at initial awareness raising on SCP, identification of national and sub-regional priorities and needs, facilitation of stakeholders dialogue, support of the development of multi-stakeholders partnership, calls for action for the shifting of societies towards sustainable practices, and provide the platform for follow-up initiatives. This series of workshops highlighted the needs for mainstreaming the SCP issues by coordination between relevant policies (including regulatory frameworks, economic policies), SCP integration into relevant national strategies and sectoral policies  (such as industrial development, energy, mobility, waste, building, and urban planning), implementation and strengthening on-going SCP approaches (such as Life Cycle thinking, eco-labeling, Cleaner Production methodologies, sustainable public procurements, etc). The meetings emphasized the importance of a greater involvement of local authorities as well as collaboration between different stakeholders for a substantial implementation of SCP in practice. 

As concrete follow-up actions, these workshops called for mechanisms of information sharing at the national, sub-regional and regional levels and for the development of demonstration/pilot projects. In some countries, such as those in Eastern Europe and South East Europe, the need for further awareness raising on SCP and 10 Year Framework of Programmes, and deeper discussion on SCP among policy makers and the public were emphasized.  

UNEP, in response to these identified country needs and in consultation with governments and civil society, has developed a framework project for: further awareness raising, exploration of changes and status of consumption and production levels and patterns, identification of priorities for SCP, and the development of stakeholder networks and information/experience sharing mechanisms. UNEP, also, together with national and local authorities, NGOs, public utilities and industry in Serbia & Montenegro and Ukraine to start with, are currently developing pilot/demonstration projects, e.g. integrated waste management and waste reduction plans, energy saving, procurement, and cleaner production. As an example, the projects related top waste consist of the survey of municipal waste components, research on priority issues, e.g. plastic and PET bottles, hazardous wastes, and e-wastes, and identifying the options of methods and technologies, and associated policies for getting value from as much waste as possible, by recycling, composting and energy recovery, at the same time as reducing final disposal to a minimum.

3. Suggestions for the way forward 

Since current global economies involve ever increasing flows of goods and material between countries, the promotion of sustainable practices in consumption and production needs cooperation and joint actions, in particular, between EU countries and transition countries.  

One of the important preparatory steps towards the Belgrade Conference is to map out the status and trends of particular SCP sectors, such as waste, mobility, pollution, water, etc. and to carry out a compilation of government policies/frameworks which are already in place or in the pipe line. A proposal to this effect has been put forward by the Swedish government, and UNEP stands ready to collaborate and discuss elements of this proposal further. It would be very useful to have an overall mapping exercise including some case studies of hot spots (for instance, of large cities in South East Europe and EECCA countries where the rapid change of consumption and production patterns is creating significant environmental and social problems – such as those involving plastic/hazardous waste, energy, transport, etc.). This exercise would provide background material that would constitute an excellent basis for discussion and the starting point for the development of SCP programmes for the pan-European region. This exercise would be closely link to the assessment process currently carried out in preparation for the Belgrade conference by the EEA and Europe.  







� Sustainable Consumption and Production in the European Union, European Commission 2004 (Ostend report)


� EEA Report 8/2005, Greenhouse gas emission trends and projections in Europe 2005


� Johannesburg Plan of Implementation (Chapter III, paragraph 15).  


�Sustainable Consumption and Production in the European Union, European Commission 2004 (Ostend meeting report)


� For more detailed information, see http://www.unep.fr/pc/sustain/reports/events/SCP_Conference_Report_Berlin.pdf


� For further information, see � HYPERLINK "http://www.unep.ch/scoe" ��www.unep.ch/scoe� .
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