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	14 June 2006

	
	

	Ministry of Sustainable Development

Sweden 


MEMO
SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION AND PRODUCTION PATTERNS

Preparing for the Belgrade Conference, the work on sustainable consumption and production patterns should be a broad-based process where partners from all parts of the region take the lead. The experiences in Eastern Europe, Caucasus, Central Asia (EECCA) and South East Europe (SEE) countries most clearly defined in the activities of the Cleaner Production Centres should be given attention in this work. In this letter we address EECCA and SEE partners in order to build a partnership for the work towards the Conference.

INTRODUCTION

Unsustainable patterns of production and consumption are a major cause of environmental problems, such as climate change, loss of natural resources, and environmental damage caused by emissions and waste.

Sustainable development cannot be achieved without changing consumption and production patterns. These are, in turn, the result of decisions taken by authorities (e.g. regulations, procurement and infrastructure), the business sector (products, prices and marketing) and the public (consumption and behaviour) and influenced by the media and NGOs and others. In a global perspective, this is a complex network of interlinking activities. 

The challenge of unsustainable consumption and production patterns has been addressed several times at the global level by the United Nations. The Plan of Implementation
 from the Johannesburg summit (WSSD 2002) emphasizes Sustainable Consumption and Production (SCP) as a central strategy and requires member states to participate in implementation
: 

“Fundamental changes in the way societies produce and consume are indispensable for achieving global sustainable development. All countries should promote sustainable consumption and production patterns, with the developed countries taking the lead and with all countries benefiting from the process … de-linking economic growth and environmental degradation through improving efficiency and sustainability in the use of resources and production processes and reducing resource degradation, pollution and waste…”

The Plan is being followed up by the UN Commission on Sustainable Development
 (CSD) who meet every year in New York. The development of 10-year programmes for Sustainable Consumption and Production (SCP) is being followed up in the so-called Marrakech process
, which has held two international expert meetings, the first one in Marrakech, Morocco (2003) and the second one in San Jose, Costa Rica (2005).  The next meeting will take place in Stockholm in 2007. The Marrakech process has to build on regional and national experiences. Regional meetings and surveys have been conducted to this aim. For some areas of the UN ECE region, in particular EECCA and SEE countries, no such process exist to date, although some initial attempts were made, such as holding of the awareness raising sub-regional meeting in South East Europe
. 
The Kiev Declaration (Para 27 and 28) states, “We will encourage national efforts to promote sustainable production and consumption as well as corporate environmental and social responsibility and accountability. We underline the importance of the shift towards sustainable production and consumption patterns and encourage regions, sub-regions and countries, as appropriate, to devise programmes to accelerate this shift. As decided at WSSD, we will encourage and promote the development of a 10-year framework of programmes in support of this taking them to our next conference. Countries should decide which tools will be of most use to them in these efforts.”

Sustainable consumption and production has become an issue now firmly on the policy agenda in the EU and Western Europe. The governments of Finland, Germany, Sweden, Switzerland, France, UK and Italy are leading thematic task forces within the 10-year framework of programmes for SCP. Fact finding exercises and analysis of consumption and production patterns and their effects on the environment have been carried out in Western Europe addressing different topics and with different geographical scopes (some locally and some nationally), etc. The Implementation Plan agreed on in Johannesburg and the Kiev Declaration commit countries to take action, nationally and regionally. Several countries in Europe are now developing national Action Plans on Sustainable Consumption and Production and the EU Commission has announced an Action Plan on SCP to be presented 2007. 

For EECCA and SEE countries some of the issues have been addressed in different forms not least through the work for Cleaner Production and touched upon as regards issues like energy and transport in the EECCA strategy, however the situation in the EECCA and SEE countries needs to be given further attention. In SEE and in parts of EECCA economic restructuring is resulting in rapid changes in production and consumption patterns and related environmental and social impacts. As the EEA third assessment (the “Kiev assessment) points out, it is important to bear in mind that economic restructuring offers a unique opportunity not only for more wealth and prosperity but also for establishing more resource efficient and sustainable consumption and production patterns including Cleaner Production. Good practises are also emerging in these countries and these experiences should be disseminated and explored as to their usefulness in other circumstances and as an input for further action e.g. in the Environment for Europe process.

PRESENTATION OF CATEGORY II AND CATEGORY I DOCUMENT

The EEA Belgrade 2007 report will provide ‘a pan-European, policy relevant, up-to-date and reliable assessment of the interactions between environment and society and of the state of the environment in Europe’ (European Environment Agency introduction of Belgrade 2007 report list of contents). It will contain a chapter on sustainable consumption and production and waste, and will cover issues related to resource use and production, consumption and waste in EU and EFTA as well as in EECCA and SEE countries at a relatively aggregated level, but will not provide a detailed mapping of SCP in SEE and EECCA countries. For this reason a special and more detailed report on Sustainable Production and Consumption is proposed in order to provide good examples and help countries in creating their national policies in this field. This exercise could also provide background material that would constitute a basis for discussion by the Ministers’ at the Belgrade Conference and the starting point for the development of SCP programmes in the pan-European region

Category II Document

The presentation of this report in a category II document, will attempt to provide an overview of consumption and production patterns with case studies in EECCA and SEE countries and will form a basis for policy measures and applied best practices to further advance the 10-year framework of programmes and honour the commitment given in the Kiev declaration towards a discussion at the next conference. The study and report will be carried out by UNEP and European Environment Agency (EEA) in close co-operation with different interested parties in EECCA and SEE countries. There have already been established a lot of contacts. UNEP, who also has an important role in the Marrakech process (together wit UNDESA), will provide an initial draft document for consultation, based on the findings of the case studies and the UNEP/EEA environmental assessment with a view to submitting a final document by February 2007. The preparatory process of this document is expected to begin towards the end of 2006.

The proposed report covering a mapping exercise will, thus, complement the EEA Belgrade 2007 report, by providing more detailed information on SCP related status, analysis of policy relevant cross-sector SCP related issues, and hot-spots/case studies. The objectives of the mapping exercise are to:

· Provide an overall picture of the current state of consumption and production in EECCA and SEE identifying the main consumption activities and economic sectors with high environmental and social impacts

· Provide information on on-going initiatives and success stories thereby contributing to the diffusion of best practices 

· Highlight the links between consumption and production patterns, relevant policies and initiatives, and the environment, and human well-being

Data for many SCP related issues are often not readily available in SEE and EECCA countries and the proposed mapping exercise will provide valuable information to address these increasingly important questions. Also, the mapping exercise can, provided that information is available for the EEA to use before the end of 2006, provide much needed and very valuable background information on SCP issues in EECCA and SEE countries for the EEA 2007 Belgrade report.  

Issues to be looked at 

Existing and emerging problems associated with consumption and production patterns in SEE and EECCA countries are depending on factors such as the growing urban population, increased consumption, increased private transport, new products services, and sometimes lack of relevant policy frameworks and financing. Problems of particular concern include for example

· increasing road transport with old and obsolete vehicles and, in particular, deterioration of public transport systems, 

· increasing waste generation and problems related to waste management.
Category I Document

A short, concise and targeted document should also be prepared with the status of category one to facilitate the Ministers’ discussions and provide a recommendation for a text to be adopted by the Ministers, possible as part of the Ministerial declaration. This could also serve as an important input for the further Marrakech process. This document should take up findings from the category II document and build on existing national and regional processes, activities and partnerships. The main aim of the paper is to give special attention to the issues of sustainable consumption and production in SEE and EECCA countries, be process-oriented and give suggestions for the Belgrade Conference and for future work at national and regional level.

CO-OPERATION BETWEEN COUNTRIES

Sweden has been the initiator of the Study (Category II document) and Recommendation (Category I document) as co-chairs of the Marrakech process. Financial support has also been given by Switzerland, the United Kingdom and Austria. 

We consider it of high importance to have an established partnership and network of relevant contacts in EECCA and SEE-countries. We therefore would like to investigate your interest to nominate focal points. 

For further information please contact:

	Jon Kahn
	Gunilla Blomquist

	Director

International division
	Deputy Director

Division for Sustainable Development and Environmental Integration

	jon.kahn@sustainable.ministry.se      gunilla.blomquist@sustainable.ministry.se

	Tel 46 8 405 21 28

Fax 46 8 10 38 07
	Tel 46 8 405 19 52

Fax 46 8 14 09 87








� European Commission (2004) Sustainable Consumption and Production in the European Union, (Ostend report) and EEA (2005) Household Consumption and the Environment.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/esa/sustdev/documents/WSSD_POI_PD/English/POIToc.htm" ��http://www.un.org/esa/sustdev/documents/WSSD_POI_PD/English/POIToc.htm� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/esa/sustdev/documents/WSSD_POI_PD/English/POIChapter3.htm" ��http://www.un.org/esa/sustdev/documents/WSSD_POI_PD/English/POIChapter3.htm� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/esa/sustdev/csd/csd.htm" ��http://www.un.org/esa/sustdev/csd/csd.htm� 





� The Workshop was organized by the Ministry of Environment, Physical Planning and Construction of the Republic of Croatia in collaboration with the Centre for Cleaner Production in Croatia, the United Nations Environment Programme and the Central European Initiative and held under the auspices of the Central European Initiative Working Group on Environment
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