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Aims

In general, we should reach out to a wide audience by focusing on (1) the range of production and consumption patterns driving biodiversity loss (as well as climate change, risks to environmental health, etc.) and (2) the policies and practices needed to change those patterns. 

1. Deepen understanding and awareness of how production and consumption patterns impact and can be changed to protect biodiversity -- as well as climate, children's health and other priorities essential to improving the quality of life for all in the Pan-European region and the planet.

2. Identify SPAC initiatives and strategies (e.g., the campaign for a Pan-European Strategy on Sustainable Production and Consumption) which can support and integrate the aims of other regional sustainability strategies and agreements, such as implementation of the Kyiv Resolution on Biodiversity.

3. Explore strategic links among plans, actions and objectives targeting 2010 and beyond. What are the linkages between the CBD target and the CSD review of progress on the 10-Year Framework on SCP? How will these activities coincide with preparations for the NEXT Environment for Europe conference (in 2011)?

Draft Conference Agenda
9:00-9:30  Introduction and overview, aims and approach

Welcome. Who's who and doing what. The context (Environment for Europe meeting) and critical contribution of NGOs. Laying out the plan for the day, expectations and hopes, etc.

9:30-10:00  Our common goal: Improving the quality of life for all (biodiversity as essential element)

What are the key requirements of improving the quality of life for all (i.e., the goal of sustainable development)? In what ways is biodiversity essential to that goal? Where do other issues and priorities fit?
In addition to ecosystem services, how can ecological and economic (human) production and consumption systems work in harmony rather than in competition. 
10:00-11:00  Roots of the problem: Examining the production/consumption patterns driving biodiversity loss, climate change and health threats

What are the major production and consumption pressures on biodiversity? What are the drivers of biodiversity loss coming from investment, distribution patterns and values? 

How do those patterns these appear in industry, agriculture and commercial/residential sectors? How do those patterns affect habitat loss, soil degradation, invasive species, pollution and health threats, climate change? 
What role can the Ecological Footprint and other measure of production and consumption impacts serve in addressing these problems? What is needed to improve measuring, monitoring and reporting on those impacts?
11:00-12:00  Responding to the problem: Policies and Initiatives (Part I)

Mapping some of the various governmental, corporate and public policies and initiatives now in operation or recommended to address and change those different production/consumption (as well as investment and distribution) patterns causing biodiversity and other losses. 
(For example: fiscal reform, tax shifting, subsidy reform, full-cost accounting, awareness raising, labeling, consumer education, Right to Know, eco-efficiency and sufficiency, ecological networks, sustainable use of resources, corporate responsibility and accountability, CBD/PEBDLS, the 10-year framework on SCP.)
12:00-13:30  Lunch

13:30-14:30 Responding to the problem: Policies and Initiatives (Part II)

Continuing the discussion, but going more depth, focusing on a number of specific and pertinent policies and initiatives being considered in the Environment for Europe process, viewed within the frame of changing production and consumption patterns.

14:30-16:00 Strategies for change

Breakout groups for smaller group discussions. Focus on different topics to report back to the larger group, with specific attention to NGO strategies, proposals and campaigns aimed at influencing the Environment for Europe meeting and process. (These could be organized by ECO Forum Issue Groups or by strategically specific themes.) 

16:00-17:00 NGO plenary: Action planning 

Summary of group discussions and panel presentation/discussions with effort to identify themes of NGO actions and aims and possibility of coordinated actions (e.g., NGO Belgrade Statement on Sustainable Production and Consumption), including media press conferences, longer term follow-up actions by Issue Groups, ECO Forum, etc.
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